
EDUCATION IS CHANGING.
We live amidst a fundamental reordering of how we think about school: from the centuries-old belief 
that content knowledge is its central currency, to the nascent understanding that what you know 
matters less than who you are, and what you are uniquely capable of impacting.

Across the country, communities and schools are beginning to test this shift in myriad ways. But 
overall, educators, parents and community leaders are still in search of a well-lighted path that can 
illuminate what the future of education will actually need to look like -- and require.

A way forward has already been envisioned: the Mount Vernon Continuum. More than perhaps any 
other school, Mount Vernon understands what the chemistry of a great school requires:

• A clear and compelling organizational mission.
• Cultural norms that invite people to step outside of their comfort zone.
• People-centered design principles that guide teaching and learning.
• And six timeless, significant habits of mind.

To continue to set the conditions for learners to excel in college, career, and citizenship, there is still 
much work to be done. As a school of inquiry, innovation, and impact, we see three key essential 
questions -- design drivers -- guiding our future work.

MVX DESIGN DRIVERS
HOW MIGHT WE MAKE SCHOOL MORE REFLECTIVE OF REAL LIFE?
We choose to engage and explore all scales of community. We welcome the chance to live at 
the edges where disciplines mingle in search of maximum impact. We want our school to be 
a destination for anyone who wishes to design a better world. We want our school to create 
intermingling rivers of connection between people, ideas, and sectors. We want our school to embody 
a new notion of what “school” is and does. 

HOW MIGHT WE EMPOWER ALL LEARNERS TO BE SEEKERS AND EXPLORERS?
We choose to wander and to wonder. We seek to create a learning environment that invites all people 
to follow the sparks of motivation, interest and curiosity as far as they can take them. We seek to 
provide paths of faith and curiosity. We seek to nurture experiences of deep purpose and joyful play. 
We seek to model living, learning mindsets that constantly adapt and expand.

HOW MIGHT WE INSPIRE ONE ANOTHER -- AND THE LARGER WORLD -- THROUGH THE WORK WE 
UNDERTAKE TOGETHER?
We choose to make our thinking visible and actionable. We envision learning in which children are 
seen and heard. We envision transparency in the learning journey -- process, product, and progress. 
We welcome the chance to wrestle with voices and perspectives that challenge our assumptions. 
We envision learning in which our trust for each other strengthens our sense of individual freedom, 
autonomy, and interdependence. 

We choose to graduate learners and leaders who are “impact-ready.” 

We choose to experiment with extraordinary ideas that might one day become the norm. We will 
not just build a roadmap for future generations of MVPS students and families; Mount Vernon will 
continue to carve a path for the future of learning itself.
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